U.SDEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
SOUTH DAKOTA

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN
IRRIGATION LAND LEVELING

CODE 464
Landowner/Operator
Job Location GPS
Prepared By Date

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ITEMS

Operation and maintenance (O& M) is necessary for al conservation practices and isrequired for all practicesinstalled with

NRCS assistance. The landuser isresponsible for proper O& M throughout the life of the practice and as may be required by

Federal, state or local laws or regulations.

Operation refers to operation of the practice in compliance with all laws, regulations, ordinances, and easements; and in such a

manner that will result in the least adverse impact on the environment and will permit the practice to serve the purpose for which

itwasinstalled. Maintenance includeswork to prevent deterioration of the practice, repairing damage, or replacing components

which fall.

Necessary operation and maintenance items for this practice include:

O Avoid use of tillage equipment that |eaves ridges or depressions that cannot be removed by subsequent tillage operations.

O Periodically use a planing operation to reestablish the installed field gradient. High efficiency surfaceirrigation systemson
cultivated ground require releveling or "touch up" every growing season. With on-farm laser controlled equipment,
releveling every year has been shown to be approximately the same cost asreleveling every third or fourth year. Increased
irrigation uniformity is a benefit of more frequent re-establishment of planned leveling grades and elevations.

O Removerodents or burrowing animals. Repair any damage caused by their activity.

O Repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage.
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